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crowded with Bengal passengers. After staying ten days
she sailed for Calcutta. My friends Rider and Grant were
desirous of embarking on her; and would have done so had
there been a spot for them to hang their cots in, which
luckily for them there was not. On her way from Balasore
roads to the river Hooghley the pilot ran her upon one of the
numerous sands which fill that wild part of the ocean, and
she was totally lost.

The latter end of June Captain Waddell told me I must
prepare for departure, as he intended to sail in less than a
week. I therefore went round to take leave of a numerous
set of acquaintances I had made during my residence at
Fort St. George, from many of whom I had received marks
of great civility and kindness.

The last time that I went to sleep at Mr. Dawson's
garden he told me he would the next morning shew me
a pretty place about ten miles to the northward, belong-
ing to a friend of his with whom we should spend the day
and ride home in the cool of the evening, and that I
should eat as fine and high flavoured oysters as ever I
tasted in Europe. We accordingly mounted our horses
before day break, and rode gently to the place, going the
last four miles along the sand at the very edge of the sea,
and enjoying a most refreshing breeze which blew upon us
direct from the ocean.

Upon coming up to the door of the house, we dis-
mounted, but not a soul appeared to receive us. Mr.
Dawson, much surprized, conducted me into the hall,
and loudly called,." Holloa, Boy, Boy ! " the usual man-
ner of summoning servants at Madras. After repeating
this several times without any effect, he said to me,
" This is very singular, nor can I account for it." He
then proceeded to his friend's bed chamber, from whence
I heard him exclaim, " Good God, poor Stone (or Stone-
house, I forget which) is dead," and again joining me he
told me he was laying upon the bed a corpse. After again
calling in vain, we walked to a sort of lodge or farm belonging
to the deceased, where we found several of the servants,